The practical problem of assuaging the opponents of animal research may be solved withoutformally addressing (or resolving) the underlying ethical questions of the debate. Specifically, a peaceful boycott of the 'fruits " of animal research may lead to a wider cessation ofsuch research, than, say, vocal or even violent protest. To assist those who might wish to participate in such a boycott-and, moreover, to critically inform them of the implications of their actions
Many people love animals. Some animal lovers, though, in the name of their love, oppose the use of any animals in any medical research, regardless of the care given, regardless of the cause. Of course, many other animal lovers acknowledge the need for animal subjects in some medical studies, as long as no alternatives exist, and provided that care, respect and dignity are applied at all times. Unhappily, between the opponents of animal research and the researchers themselves lies no common ground, no place for an agreement to disagree: the opponents are not satisfied merely to abstain from animal experimentation themselves -they want everyone else to stop too.
Despite that, I would argue that in this case (to a far greater extent than, say, in the case of abortion) the animal rights question can be answered by exactly that tactic: the abstention of the opposition. Of course, I do not advocate abstention from debate; and, of course, abstention from performing research by those who are not researchers is not meaningful. Rather, I propose that the protesters -and every citizen they can enlist -abstain from the benefits of animal research. I say let the proponents of animal rights boycott the products of animal research. Let them place fair market-place pressure on ending activities they find reprehensible. Let 
News and notes
More GMC lay members "will strengthen accountability"
The announcement that there will be 12 more lay members on the General Medical Council has been welcomed by General Medical Council President, Sir Donald Irvine. He said it was a significant step forward in increasing the public's involvement in the work of the GMC, the medical profession's regulatory body.
"The increase in lay members is a step forward for the GMC and will strengthen our accountability to the public and so enhance the value and effectiveness of professional self-regulation," he said.
"The new nominations mean that around 25% of GMC members now come from non-medical backgrounds. Lay members already play a vital role at the GMC. I am sure the new members will contribute significantly in all areas of our work, and particularly in the development of our new performance procedures. I look forward to working with them."
The new members will serve on the GMC from 1 November 1996. At present there are 13 lay GMC members out of a total of 102. The rise in lay members will be coupled with a reduction in the number of members appointed by universities, royal colleges and other medical bodies. The overall majority of directly elected medical members is unaffected.
